
WHAT’S SO SCARY ABOUT THE “REDS”? 

  “The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.  

Freeman and slave, patrician and plebian, lord and serf, guild-master and journeyman, in 

a word, oppressor and oppressed, stood in constant opposition to one another, carried on 

an uninterrupted, now hidden, now open fight, a fight that each time ended, either in a 

revolutionary reconstitution of society at large, or in the common ruin of the contending 

classes.  

 

  In the earlier epochs of history, we find almost everywhere a complicated arrangement of 

society into various orders, a manifold gradation of social rank. In ancient Rome we have 

patricians, knights, plebians, slaves; in the Middle Ages, feudal lords, vassals, guild-

masters, journeymen, apprentices, serfs; in almost all of these classes, again, subordinate 

gradations.  

   

  The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruins of feudal society has not 

done away with class antagonisms. It has but established new classes, new conditions of 

oppression, new forms of struggle in place of the old ones.  

 

  Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, possesses, however, this distinct feature: it has 

simplified class antagonisms. Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into two 

great hostile camps, into two great classes directly facing each other -- bourgeoisie and 

proletariat… 

 

Questions: 

1. According to Marx and Engels, what is the history? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

2. What class struggles existed in the past? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What class struggle exists in the modern epoch? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

4. How does the class struggle in the modern epoch differ from earlier class struggles? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

5. By the way, what does “class struggle” mean? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  



WHAT’S SO SCARY ABOUT THE “REDS”? 

  “…Hitherto, every form of society has been based, as we have already seen, on the 

antagonism of oppressing and oppressed classes. But in order to oppress a class, certain 

conditions must be assured to it under which it can, at least, continue its slavish existence. 

The serf, in the period of serfdom, raised himself to membership in the commune, just as 

the petty bourgeois, under the yoke of the feudal absolutism, managed to develop into a 

bourgeois. The modern laborer, on the contrary, instead of rising with the process of 

industry, sinks deeper and deeper below the conditions of existence of his own class. He 

becomes a pauper, and pauperism develops more rapidly than population and wealth. And 

here it becomes evident that the bourgeoisie is unfit any longer to be the ruling class in 

society, and to impose its conditions of existence upon society as an overriding law. It is 

unfit to rule because it is incompetent to assure an existence to its slave within his slavery, 

because it cannot help letting him sink into such a state, that it has to feed him, instead of 

being fed by him. Society can no longer live under this bourgeoisie, in other words, its 

existence is no longer compatible with society.  

 

  The essential conditions for the existence and for the sway of the bourgeois class is the 

formation and augmentation of capital; the condition for capital is wage labor. Wage labor 

rests exclusively on competition between the laborers. The advance of industry, whose 

involuntary promoter is the bourgeoisie, replaces the isolation of the laborers, due to 

competition, by the revolutionary combination, due to association. The development of 

Modern Industry, therefore, cuts from under its feet the very foundation on which the 

bourgeoisie produces and appropriates products. What the bourgeoisie therefore produces, 

above all, are its own grave-diggers. Its fall and the victory of the proletariat are equally 

inevitable.”  

 

Questions: 

1. According to Marx and Engels, what has every form of society been based on? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

2. How does the modern laborer differ from the serf or the petty bourgeois? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

3. Why is the bourgeoisie unfit to rule? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________  

4. What is the essential condition for the existence of the bourgeois class? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



WHAT’S SO SCARY ABOUT THE “REDS”? 

5. What do the bourgeoisie really produce? 

_______________________________________________________________________  

 

 

 

 

6.  WHEN MARX AND ENGELS END THE COMMUNIST MANIFESTO WITH 

THE PHRASE: 

 

 

WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE! 

 

 

How do you think that leads to opposition of WWI? 


