
POLITICS OF THE ROARING 
20s

*Schenck v. US
*The Palmer Raids
*Socialism and the Red Scare
*A Return to Normalcy
*The Business of America is 
Business
*Rugged Individualism



Schenck v. United States 1919

Abrams v.US



The Palmer Raids
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A RETURN TO NORMALCY









THE BUSINESS OF AMERICA IS 
BUSINESS

• "Do the day's work. If it be to protect the 

rights of the weak, whoever objects, do it. If 

it is to help a powerful corporation, do that. 

Expect to be called a stand-patter, but do not 

be a stand-patter. Expect to be called a 

demagogue, but do not be a demagogue. Do 

not hesitate to be called as revolutionary as 

science. Do not hesitate to be as reactionary 

as the multiplication table. Do not expect to 

build up the weak by pulling down the strong. 

Do not hurry to legislate. Give administration 

a chance to catch up with legislation.“

• Calvin Coolidge to Massachusetts Senate 

1914
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KKK MEMBERSHIP

1920 4,000,000
1924 6,000,000
1930 30,000
1980 5,000
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1924 Immigration Act (signed 
despite denial to Japanese)
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RUGGED INDIVIDUALISM
• In this classic example of American conservative 

philosophy, Hoover condemned the Democratic 
platform as a misguided attempt to solve the 
problems of prohibition, farm relief, and electrical 
power through state socialism; he extolled free, 
private enterprise and initiative, a system of 
"rugged individualism," as the foundations of 
America's "unparalleled greatness." Government 
entry into commercial business, he argued, would 
destroy political equality, increase corruption, 
stifle initiative, undermine the development of 
leadership, extinguish opportunity, and "dry up 
the spirit of liberty and progress."





The Politics of the Machine
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ROARING TWENTIES CULTURE

• Sports Heroes

• Music Invention

• Americans Atop the World

• Film and Radio

• Women and a GREAT GENERATION GAP

• Advertisement and Consumer 
Culture
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Buster Keaton

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlkdtS8OFlA













